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CHAMBER CONNECTION
FROM THE TAUNTON AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
6 Pleasant St. • Taunton, Mass. • 508-824-4068 • www.tauntonareachamber.org

M
ESSAGE
FROM THE

CEO
KERRIE BABIN
DEAR CHAMBER MEMBERS:

I

was recently asked if I thought that Taunton
was business friendly. It’s a hard question to
answer.
I think Mayor Hoye is trying to make the
City a better place for doing business by implementing the expedited permitting process.
However, I feel there is a one area that the
City could do a better job. Presently, Taunton
has a very high commercial tax rate. Last year
before the Council, the Chamber pleaded
with councilors to consider a lower rate in an
effort to keep it under $30 per thousand. The
council voted against the recommendation of
the Taunton Area Chamber of Commerce and
decided to increase the rate to $30.58 per thousand with a maximum shift of 175% towards
business.
This rate increase gave Taunton one of the
highest commercial tax rates in southeastern
Massachusetts. Businesses in Taunton need
some relief. The Taunton Area Chamber of
Commerce will once again this fall go before
the City Council and urge them to lower the tax
rate. The Chamber believes that shifting the tax
burden further to business is poor public policy
since the current commercial tax rate is double
the existing residential tax rate. If the current
tax rate remains, it only forces businesses and
jobs out of the community and discourages
others from locating here.
We encourage all businesses within the city,
whether you are a Chamber member or not, to
contact the City Council; contact information
for city councilors is provided below. In addition the Chamber will be forming a committee
to discuss working together with the City to
address this concern for businesses.
John M. McCaul
COUNCIL PRESIDENT

johnmccaul@comcast.net
Daniel Mansour
Barbour
councilorbarbour@aol.com
Donald L. Cleary
cleary1@verizon.net
Ryan C. Colton
RyanColton@RyanColton.
com

Alan F. Medeiros
AlanFMedeiros@aol.com
A.J. Marshall
ajmarshall@tmlp.net
Sherry Costa Hanlon
councilor-shanlon@tmlp.net
Deborah Carr
councilor-dcarr@tmlp.net
David W. Pottier
dwp320@aol.com

NEW MEMBERS
Braver
Technology
Solutions, LLC
Computer Services
705 Myles Standish Boulevard
- Taunton
508-824-2260
www.bravertechnology.net

Signarama
Signs
1470 New State Highway Raynham
508-822-7533
www.signaramaraynham.com

CHAMBER NEWS

TACC 2013

15th Annual Businesswomen’s Celebration
The Taunton Area Chamber of
the editor of Dressing Well OnCommerce is holding its 15th Annual
Line, Organization By Design’s
Businesswomen’s Celebration on
trademarked global connection that
Thursday, Sept. 19, from 4 to 8 p.m.
averages 20,000 visitors per month
at the Holiday Inn Taunton. It is
and the author of “Ready to Wear:
sponsored by Taunton Federal Credit
An Expert’s Guide to Choosing
Union. This event
and Using Your
begins with disWardrobe.”
plays of various
(Penguin USA
products and ser2004) which has
vices geared toward
also been pubwomen, followed
lished in Japanese.
by dinner, the
At this event,
guest speaker, and
Mary Lou will
a floral raffle.
share her 5-step
This year’s
system that will
guest speaker is
get you out the
Mary Lou Andre.
door faster and
In 1992, Mary
feeling better than
Lou launched her
ever.
Needham-based
Exhibit tables
wardrobe manageare available for
ment and fashion
$75 for Chamber
consulting firm
Members and $95
Organization
for Non-Members.
ANDRE
By Design, Inc.
Exhibitors will
with no clients,
receive an 8-foot
no capital and very little personal
table, 1-2 chairs, and a sign. Your
money to put into the business. She
exhibit can be interactive while you
sold her wedding dress to pay for
market to a targeted audience. Bring
stationary and business cards and
a supply of business cards, as well as
even more clothes out of her closet
samples and promotional items to disto buy a computer and membertribute. This event is a great marketing
ships to women’s organizations
opportunity and will help you expand
where she could meet women who
your customer base. The deadline for
could afford her services. Today, she
exhibitors is Sept. 6.
is one of the country’s most sought
The cost for dinner is $40 for
after experts on professional image,
Chamber Members and $50 for Nonappearing regularly in the national
Members.
media and working with clients such
To register for this event, call the
as American Express, Estee Lauder,
Chamber office at 508-824-4068 or
Nordstrom and Fidelity. She is also
visit www.tauntonareachamber.org.

How IT Should Work with Small Business

BOARD O F
DIRECTORS
CHAIR
William D. Lewis
Bristol County Savings Bank

CHAIR ELECT
Maureen Cody
Jennings, Cody & Leahy

VICE CHAIRS
Robert Barboza
Route 44 Toyota/ Hyundai
Edward Correira
Anytime Plumbing &
Heating, Inc.
John McMahon
Mechanics Cooperative
Bank

TREASURER
Greg Arnold
Farrell Backlund Insurance
Agency

SECRETARY
Christine Kelley
Occasions at Village South

DIRECTORS
Kimberly Bassett
Morton Hospital, A Steward
Family Hospital
Thomas Carney
Raynham Park
Daniel DaRosa
B&D Construction Co., Inc.

Unified Networking Solutions has
an expert team with over ten years
of IT sales, service, and architecture experience. Their
consultants,
engineers, and
technicians
are certified
with industry leaders like HP, Cisco,
VMware, Citrix, and Microsoft. They
are efficient, effective and reliable.
Best of all, they are nearby and available to serve the Greater Boston area
like no one else.
The cost to attend this workshop,
which includes a full breakfast, is
$5 for TACC Members and $10 for
Non-Members. Register by calling the
Chamber office at 508-824-4068 or by
emailing info@tauntonareachamber.
org.

Stephen Doherty
Quality Beverage, L.P.

City of Taunton 100th Lighting of the Green

Lisa Strattan
Taunton Daily Gazette

Join us on Tuesday, Oct. 1 at
Stoneforge Tavern & Publick House
in Raynham from 8 - 9:30 a.m. for
breakfast and
tips on how IT
should work
for small business. This
breakfast
workshop is
presented and sponsored by Unified
Networking Solutions.
At this workshop you will learn
how to:
• Run your business not your IT
• Streamline your IT process and make it
work you
• Bring your company into the 21st
century
• What is a backup? Why do you need
it?
• What is your plan for disaster recovery
and data loss?

The Annual Lighting of the Green
and Lights On Festival is traditionally
held every Friday following the Friday
after Thanksgiving. The Lighting
of the Green has happened in the
center of Taunton for 100 years. The
Lighting of the Green is typically
coupled with a same-day Lights On
festival, and a next-day Christmas
parade. This year’s event will be held
on Saturday, Dec. 7, 2013 to allow
ample time for extra sites, performances and activities. This year’s

Lighting of the Green will be focused
on 100 years of family memories, and
it’s sure to offer something for the
whole family. We hope you will join
in for some great food, fun and family
entertainment.
The 100th Lighting of the Green is
sponsored by: Mechanics Cooperative
Bank, Taunton Federal Credit Union,
BankFive, G. Lopes Construction Inc.,
Bristol County Savings Bank, B&D
Construction Co. Inc., and Webster
Bank.

Debbie Dutra
G. Lopes Construction, Inc.
Michael Iannetta
Comcast Business Services
Michael Lemelin
Taunton Federal Credit
Union
Edward Marshall
Civale & Associates
Joseph Mozzone
Mozzone Lumber
Stephen Peck
Bridgewater Savings Bank
Rick Peraino
General Dynamics
Jeanne Quinn
Silvia & Quinn

Ann Trucchi Condon
Trucchi’s Supermarkets

LIKE US ON
FACEBOOK

www.facebook.com/
pages/Taunton-AreaChamber-of-Commerce

BUSINESS AFTER HOURS
September
RE/MAX Welcome Home
is hosting the next Business
After Hours on Thursday,
September 26 from 5:00 to
7:00p.m. Their office is
located at 447 Broadway in
Taunton.
RE/MAX Welcome Home
works hard to provide their
clients with the most positive
real estate experience possible.
A vital part of today’s real
estate industry is technology,
and to that end they provide
their clients with state-of-the
art web tools and marketing.

October

RE/MAX Welcome Home is
dedicated to providing the
absolute finest service and
expertise possible for their clients. Whether you are buying
or selling your primary
residence, a second home, or
relocating to a new neighborhood, they can help make
your home ownership dreams

come true.
Enjoy appetizers while
networking with other business professionals in a casual
atmosphere. Bring your business cards to exchange and to
enter in the raffle drawing.
The cost to attend is $5 for
Members and $10 for NonMembers. Register by calling
the Chamber office at 508824-4068 or emailing info@
tauntonareachamber.org.
You may also register online
at www.tauntonareachamber.
org.

BayCoast Bank will
be hosting a Business
After Hours from 5 to
7 p.m. on Wednesday,
Oct. 9 at their North
Dighton branch on 438
Spring Street. These
events provide a casual
networking opportunity
where Chamber Members
can meet and build longlasting business relationships.
BayCoast Bank is a successful community bank
serving the people and
businesses of southeastern

MA and RI. The Bank
upholds the time-honored belief in community
involvement and provides
a wide range of financial
services. BayCoast has
locations in Fairhaven,
Fall River, New Bedford,
North Dighton, Seekonk,

2013 CORPORATE SPONSORS

Somerset, Swansea,
Tiverton, Rhode Island
and Westport. In
addition to offering a
vast array of deposit
and loan products,
BayCoast offers insurance and brokerage
services to consumers and
businesses alike.
You can register for
this event online at www.
tauntonareachamber.org or
by calling the TACC office at
508-824-4068.

